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DEPARTMENT  OF  ENERGY 

Proposed  Designation  of  Processing 
Sites  and  Establishment  of  Priorities 
Under  the  Uranium  Mill  Tailings 
Radiation  Control  Act  of  1978  (Pub.  L 
95-604) 

agency:  Department  of  Energy. 
action:  Notice  of  proposed  designation 
of  processing  sites  and  establishment  of 
priorities  as  required  by  Section  102  of 
Pub.  L.  95-604.  Uranium  Mill  Tailings 
Radiation  Control  Act  of  1978,  enacted 
on  Novembr  8. 1978. 

summary:  The  purpose  of  the  Uranium 
Mill  Tailings  Radiation  Control  Act  of 
1978  is  to  provide,  in  cooperation  with 
interested  states,  Indian  tribes,  and 
persons  who  own  or  control  inactive 
mill  tailings  sites,  a  program  of 
assessment  and  remedial  action  at  these 
sites  to  stablize  and  control  the  tailings 
in  a  safe  and  environmentally  sound 
manner  and  to  minimize  or  eliminate 
radiation  health  hazards.  Where 
appropriate,  the  program  may  include 
the  reprocessing  of  tailings  to  extract 
residual  uranium  and  other  mineral 
values. 

Consistent  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  102(a)(1)  of  Public  Law  95-604. 
the  Secretary  of  Energy  shall,  no  later 
than  November  8. 1979,  designate 
processing  sites  for  remedial  action  at  or 
near  the  following  locations: 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Green  River.  Utah 
Mexican  Hat.  Utah 

Durango.  Colorado  \ 

Grand  (unction,  Colorado 
Rifle,  Colorado  (two  sites) 

Gunnison,  Colorado 
Naturita,  Colorado 
Maybell.  Colorado 
Slick  Rock,  Colorado  (two  sites) 

Shiprock.  New  Mexico 
Ambrosia  Lake,  New  Mexico 
Riverton,  Wyoming 
Converse  County.  Wyoming 
l.akeview,  Oregon 
Falls  City,  Texas 
Tuba  City.  Arizona 
Monument  Valley,  Arizona 
Lowman,  Idaho 
Canonsburg.  Pennsylvania 

As  part  of  his  designation,  the 
Secretary  shall  determined  the 
boundaries  of  each  designated 
processing  site.  This  notice  announces 
the  proposed  designation  of  22 
processing  sites  for  remedial  action  and 
includes  the  site  boundaries.  These  22 
sites  are  listed,  along  with  their 
respective  boundary  descriptions,  in 
Appendix  A. 

Additionally,  by  November  8, 1979, 
the  Secretary  is  obliged  to  assess  the 


potential  health  hazard  to  the  public 
from  the  residual  radioactive  materials 
at  designated  processing  sites  and  to 
establish  priorities  for  carrying  out 
remedial  action  at  each  site.  In 
establishing  priorities,  the  Secretary 
shall  rely  primarily  on  the  advice  of  the 
Administrator  of  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency.  The  proposed 
priority  ranking  for  the  22  sites  is  given 
in  Appendix  B. 

DATE:  Request  comments  be  received 
concerning  the  proposed  designation  of 
these  processing  sites  and  establishment 
of  site  priorities  on  or  before  September 
15. 1979. 

ADDRESS  FOR  COMMENTS  AND  FURTHER 
information:  Dr.  William  E.  Mott, 
Director,  Environmental  Control 
Technology  Division,  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Environment, 

U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  Washington, 
D.C.  20545,  telephone:  (301)  353-3016. 

Issued  in  Washington,  D.C.  this  22nd  day  of 
August  1979. 

Ruth  C.  Clusen. 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Environment. 

BILLING  CODE  645(M)1-M 
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Appendix  B — Priorities  for  sites  and 
Locations 

The  Secretary  requested  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency’s 
(EPA)  advice  on  the  proposed 
establishment  of  priorities  for  the  22 
sites  at  locations  referenced  in  P.L.  95- 
604.  EPA  has  viewed  the  suggested  DOE 
priority  listing  as  being  reasonable  and 
acceptable  at  the  present  time  for 
initiating  remedial  action.  The  site 
locations  and  respective  priorities  are  as 
follows: 

Site  Locations  and  Priority 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  High. 

Canonsburg,  Pennsylvania;  High. 

Durango,  Colorado;  High. 

Shiprock,  New  Mexico;  High. 

Grand  Junction,  Colorado;  High. 

Riverton,  Wyoming;  High 
Gunnison,  Colorado;  High. 

Old  Rifle,  Colorado;  High. 

New  Rifle,  Colorado;  High. 

Mexican  Hat,  Utah;  Medium. 

Lakeview,  Oregon;  Medium. 

Falls  City,  Texas;  Medium. 

Tuba  City,  Arizona;  Medium. 

Naturita,  Colorado;  Medium. 

Ambrosia  Lake,  New  Mexico;  Medium. 

Green  River,  Utah;  Low. 

Slick  Rock  (NC),  Colorado;  Low. 

Slick  Rock  (UCC),  Colorado;  Low. 

Maybell,  Colorado;  Low. 

Monument  Valley,  Arizona;  Low 
Lowman.  Idaho;  Low 
Converse  County,  Wyoming  (Spook  Site); 
Low. 
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